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DISSERTATION ABSTRACT
When we engage in almost any perceptual activity – recognizing a face, listening out for a phone-call, or simply taking in a sunset – information must be briefly stored and processed in some form of short-term memory. For philosophers attempting to develop an empirically grounded account of perception and conscious experience, it is therefore crucial to engage with scientific theories of the kinds of short-term memory mechanisms that underlie our moment-to-moment retention of information about the world.
 	To that end, in my dissertation I review recent scientific evidence for a new form of memory, dubbed Conceptual Short-Term Memory (CSTM), and claim it is a key missing piece in philosophical debates about the mind. In Chapters 1 and 2, I present data for CSTM, arguing that it is distinguished from other forms of short-term memory via its unique combination of features such as its high capacity, brief duration, and conceptual format. In Chapter 3, I suggest that CSTM offers a powerful new way to explain categorical perception, that is, our capacity to rapidly and effortlessly classify and recognize what we perceive. In Chapter 4, I claim this capacity for categorical perception is closely bound up with consciousness itself, and present a new theory of consciousness which claims that experience arises when information reaches CSTM and is encoded in respect of basic categories. Finally, in Chapter 5, I present data showing that numerous non-human animals engage in categorical perception, and thus, by the lights of the theory given in the proceeding chapters, are likely to enjoy conscious experience. I close by showing how the arguments of the thesis can be applied to assessment of suffering in non-human animals.
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